in slums which they know they could clear away. This
is why the whole soul of mankind revolts against the
system which leads to such frustration, and, in its
despair5 overthrows everything and establishes the hell
of Nazism in its place.

But if men have been content to ask themselves the
wrong question for so many years, there must be
some reason why they have asked themselves the
wrong question, because on the whole men do not do
some stupid thing like this without there being some
reason for it. And there is a very good reason.

Almost all the "other gains" which I have described
can only be treated as gains if I am correct in assuming
that without the building of the bulb factory those who
enjoy these gains (or at any rate some of them) would
otherwise have been unemployed. It is no gain to the workers
to be employed in a bulb factory if they wrould other-
wise have been employed in some other factory, no
gain to the railways to carry material for the bulb
factory if they would have been carrying for some
other, no gain to the makers of the raw materials if
their raw materials would have been bought by some
other, no gain to the local shopkeepers if their customers
would in any case have been employed, and no gain
to the community to have bulbs cheaper if they would
otherwise have had something else cheaper, and cer-
tainly no gain to the unemployment insurance fund if
no one was going to be unemployed in any case. That
means that on the assumption that there is no sub-
stantial unemployment (over and above the inevitable
unemployment of men moving from one job to another),
all these other gains are inadmissible and must not be
taken into account.

Now the whole point is this.  In the condition of
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